Dear Mr Hinchliff,

We refer to your visit to the Stapleford Parish Council Meeting on 20th March held in Waterford
Village Hall. One of the matters discussed concerned the historic problem of speeding traffic
through the two villages. This letter sets out some of the background to the actions taken by
Councillors over the years in attempts to affect traffic calming measures to improve safety.

Historical Background

Some 25 years ago the Parish Council tried to get the 40 mph limit in Stapleford reduced to 30
mph on the grounds of the nearness of the Village Primary School and the old people living on
the High Road (A119). This was turned down by Highways on grounds of cost and as they
considered the road safe because there was no record of traffic deaths ! Since then, there have
been deaths but Highways Policy remains unchanged.

Despite 3 ‘Keep Left’ island bollards having been installed on the A119 on the straight section of
road, cars have often been seen overtaking on the wrong side of these bollards !

Although VAS (vehicle activated speed indicators) were installed in Waterford some years ago
they are often disregarded by motorists and the one facing southbound traffic is in the wrong
place to be fully effective. Other requests for road safety improvements in the village have been
ignored.

De-classification of A119

Major improvements to the A602 were completed last year between Watton at Stone and
Tonwell. Councillors were given the impression that this could lead to the de-classification of
the A119 to a ‘B’ road by encouraging more traffic to use the A602 which by-passes villages
between Stevenage and Ware.

Despite numerous attempts to introduce traffic calming measures on the A119, where it passes
through the two villages, little has been achieved over the years and Councillors believe this is
partly due to its ‘A’ status.

Safety Concerns



Our specific safety concerns affecting the communities in the two villages can be summarised
as follows :

Stapleford

1. There is no zebra crossing for pedestrians on the High Road (A119). The need for one is
obvious especially bearing in mind the proximity of both the village primary school and the
elderly housing with the accompanying risks posed to children and those with physical
impairment.

2. The Church Road junction with the A119 is potentially dangerous for vehicles exiting on to the
High Road and heading North because of restricted visibility and speeding traffic.

3. Speeding traffic close the High Road footpath is dangerous and extremely concerning for
residents walking their children.

4.There is a perennial problem of serious ponding occurring on the High Road at the foot of the
steep railway embankment at the southern end of the village. This presents a safety risk to
traffic and pedestrians.

5. Two fatal traffic accidents have occurred along the wide stretch of the High Road (A119)
where vehicles are often exceeding the speed limit.

Waterford

1. The 30mph sign at the north end is dangerously close to the village and the blind bend.

2.The High Road is narrow especially at the north end where there is a blind bend between the
junctions with Bramfield Lane and Vicarage Lane.

3. There is no footpath on the west side of the road and the footpath on the east side narrows to
a pinch point of 400mm on the blind bend.

4. Drivers turning out of Bramfield and Vicarage Lanes have limited visibility along the High Road
(A119) because of the blind bend.

5. There is a bus stop on either side of the High Road (A119), immediately south of the Vicarage
Lane junction. The absence of any pedestrian crossing and the very narrow pavement that only
exists on the east side adds to the danger especially to the elderly and school children.

Traffic Calming Measures

In the past we have unsuccessfully sought to improve road safety by introducing some of the
following measures:



1. Width restrictions at either end of the villages with priority signage.

2. Improved/ repositioned road signs and painted markings on the road surface (eg ‘dragons
teeth’).

3. Better positioned speed indicators(VAS).

4. Average speed cameras (NB. We understand that these have proved to be very successful in
nearby Hertford Heath).

Conclusions

In response to your kind offer of support we do hope you are able to persuade the appropriate
authorities to adopt the following solutions to the historic safety problems that are affecting
both villages and causing great concern to the residents.

A. The installation of average speed cameras in both villages in view of the successful trial in
nearby Hertford Heath.

B. Improved signage and the adoption of some of the other road safety/traffic calming measures
referred to in this letter. Some existing signs and flashing warning lights in Stapleford also
require maintenance attention.

C. The removal of the de-restricted speed limit that exists between part of the A119 between the
the two villages and the substitution of a 40 mph speed throughout as there is a blind summit
and the road is unsuitable for a higher speed. The absence of any speed limit before drivers
arrive at either village also encourages higher speeds as they arrive.

We look forward to hearing from you and confirm that, if necessary, the Stapleford Parish
Councillors would be pleased to meet and discuss the contents of this letter with the
appropriate authority representatives.

Yours sincerely,
John Oakins.

Parish Council Chairman



